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Quick answer: Ancient Egypt'simpact on society reaches into everyday modern life. Our 365-day year
comes from the Egyptian civil calendar, and our 24-hour day from the Egyptian habit of dividing night and
day into twelve hours each. Our aphabet descends from letters adapted from hieroglyphs. Egypt also |eft the
oldest surviving medical and mathematical texts, the word "paper", the obelisk, and the first monumental
stone building.

Ancient Egypt's Impact on Society at a Glance: 8 Contributions and
the Evidence

The 365-day
calendar

The 24-hour day

The alphabet

Paper

Medicine

Mathematics

Stone
architecture

The obelisk

A civil year of 12 months of 30
days plus 5 extra days, in use by
the early third millennium BC

Night divided into 12 hours by
rising stars (the decans), and
daylight into 12 hours

Semitic-speaking workers in
Egypt and Sinai used
hieroglyphic signs to write the
sounds of their own language

Sheets made from the papyrus
plant from about 3000 BC

Case-by-case diagnosis, splints,
stitches and wound care; the first
written description of the brain

Fractions, areas and volumes
worked out for building, taxes
and land measurement

The Step Pyramid of Djoser,
designed by Imhotep around
2670 BC, the first monumental
stone building

Single granite shafts raised to
the sun god

Julius Caesar's Julian calendar
of 46 BC, drawn up with the
Alexandrian astronomer
Sosigenes, and the Gregorian
calendar we use today

Our 24-hour day

Phoenician, then Greek, then
Latin letters; our A began as
the head of an ox

The word "paper" comes from
papyrus

The clinical case method:
examination, diagnosis,
treatment

Geometry: Greek writers
believed it began with
re-measuring fields after the
Nile flood

Monumental stone public
buildings and the stone column

The Washington Monument
and obelisks in Rome, Paris,
London and New York

Egyptian Contribution to Science

The Canopus Decree of 238 BC, which
proposed a leap day; copies in the
Egyptian Museum, Cairo

Star clocks painted inside Middle
Kingdom coffin lids; the water clock of
Amenhotep Il found at Karnak (Egyptian
Museum, Cairo)

The Proto-Sinaitic inscriptions of Serabit
el-Khadim, including a small sphinx in the
British Museum

The Wadi al-Jarf papyri, including the
diary of Merer from the reign of Khufu, the
oldest inscribed papyri known, now in
Cairo

The Edwin Smith Papyrus (New York
Academy of Medicine) and the Ebers

Papyrus (Leipzig University Library)
The Rhind Mathematical Papyrus (British

Museum) and the Moscow Mathematical
Papyrus (Pushkin Museum)

The Step Pyramid at Saggara

The Luxor obelisk in Paris (raised in
1836); its twin still stands at Luxor Temple

Ancient Egyptians were well advanced in the study of science. They made great contributions to mathematics,
astronomy, and medicine, that set the pace for later scientific discoveries.
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Mathematics and Engineering

The Egyptians did have a place value system based on ten, similar to the decimal system we use today. This
enabled them to carry out higher mathematical calculations necessary for architectural projects like the
construction of the pyramids. Their knowledge of geometry was not limited to constructing these massive
monuments. But also in land surveying and designing buildings, thereby influencing engineering practices for
centuries. They applied practical geometry to re-establish property lines that were washed away by the flooding
of the Nile. This actually showcased their advanced problem-solving skills.

In addition, their construction techniques reflect a mastery of principlesin engineering. Their precise alignment
and orientation of the pyramids according to cardinal points reflected a sophisticated understanding of
mathematics and astronomy. Ancient Egyptian engineers had developed ways of moving large blocks of stones
over long distances using simple machines. A feat that has continued to puzzle modern scientists and historians.
Innovations in tools and techniques by them formed the foundational basis for later engineering devel opments.

Astronomy and the Calendar

Egyptians were among the first to study the starsin detail. They carefully monitored the night sky to develop a
calendar based on the lunar cycle, which later evolved into a solar calendar. This calendar had a total of 365
days and was a predecessor to the Gregorian calendar we use today. The Egyptian calendar was thus useful in
organizing agricultural activities, helping predict the annual flooding of the Nile for crop irrigation.

Their astronomical observations were not confined to practical purposes. They also played a significant role in
Egyptian mythology and religious life. Temples were often aligned according to celestial events. Certain deities
were associated with stars and planets. The study of the cosmos inspired a deeper understanding of time and
space. Influencing future civilizations in their quest for knowledge about the universe. The legacy of Egyptian
astronomy can be seen in various aspects of modern science, from timekeeping to space exploration.

Medicine and Health Practices

Ancient Egyptian medicine was highly evolved for its age. They performed different kinds of surgical methods,
which were all recorded in papyrus. These included trestments for injuries, broken bones, and even dental
problems. Their herbal remedies, such as honey and herbs, are still used in alternative medicine today. Egyptian
physicians were well-trained practitioners who recognized the value of cleanliness and knew a thing or two
about human anatomy.

Ancient Egyptian medical practitioners had specializations, just like al the medical specialists that exist today.
They performed surgeries and treated everything from eye infections to indigestion. The Ebers Papyrus was one
of the earliest medical texts and revealed their vast knowledge about pharmacology and the therapeutic methods
they followed. The emphasis on hygiene and using natural cures formed the very basis of modern medicine.
Their holistic approach to health remains influential for modern alternative therapies.

Botanical Knowledge and Pharmacology

The Egyptians had an immense knowledge of flora and their medicinal uses. They cultivated a variety of herbs
and plants that were used in medicine, cosmetics, and even religious rituals. The use of essential ails, resins, and
plant extracts in everyday life reflects their expertise in botanical knowledge. This ancient wisdom has been
passed down through generations and remains relevant even to modern herbal medicine and aromatherapy.

Their pharmacological practices were recorded in texts such as the Edwin Smith Papyrus, documenting
surgeries and treatments. The inclusion of botanical remedies within their medical practices serves to further
demonstrate Egyptian ingenuity within this realm. It is here that the impacts of Egyptian pharmacology within
the application of natural remedies and the increased interest in plant-based medicine can be seen to this day.
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Hieroglyphics and Modern Writing

The ancient Egyptian writing system, known as hieroglyphics, played a crucia role in the development of
modern writing. Hieroglyphics were a combination of logographic and aphabetic elements. Allowing
Egyptians to record history, culture, and commerce.

Evolution of Writing Systems

The influence of hieroglyphics can be seen in the development of other writing systems. Such as the Phoenician
aphabet, which is the ancestor of many modern alphabets. The idea of using symbols to represent sounds and
concepts opened the way for today's written communication. Hieroglyphics were a bridge between pictographic
writings and al phabetic scripts, hence influencing the literacy and language development across cultures.

The Rosetta Stone, found in 1799, played a huge role in deciphering hieroglyphics and ultimately enabling usto
understand texts written in Ancient Egypt. The trilingual writing on it, in Greek, Demotic, and hieroglyphic
scripts, provided the key to understanding the language and culture of Ancient Egypt. This breakthrough did not
only advance studies about the language but also deepened our appreciation for the complexity and
sophistication of ancient writing systems.

Hieroglyphics in Art and Communication

More than being arecording tool, hieroglyphics were an art form that adorned temples, tombs, and monuments.
The integration of image and text formed a visual language that recorded history, religious beliefs, and tales.
Thisintegration of art and writing has influenced modern graphic design and typography in the way that visual
elements enhance written communication.

The use of hieroglyphics in art aso served a symbolic purpose, too. Because each symbol retains specific
meanings and associations. This symbolic language alowed for the expression of complex ideas and emotions.
Enriching the cultural and spiritual life of the Egyptians. The legacy of hieroglyphics can be traced in modern
art and design, in that symbols and imagery are still crucial for bringing across messages and emotions.

Linguistic Influence and Decipherment

The study of hieroglyphics has contributed greatly to our understanding of linguistics and the development of
written language. The decipherment of hieroglyphics was a monumental achievement in the field of
Egyptology. Providing insights into the culture, history, and everyday life of Ancient Egypt. This linguistic
breakthrough has inspired further research into other ancient scripts and languages. Expanding our knowledge
of human communication and cultural heritage.

It reaches beyond scholarship out into popular culture and media: films, literature, and art all find something in
the mystique and symbolism of Egyptian writing. It reflects in that way just how much this writing system has
captured our collective imagination and creativity. The interest in hieroglyphics among people al over the
world persists and underlines the magic of thisvery old script.

Ancient Egyptian Inventions

Egyptians were inventive, creating tools and technologies that were revolutionary for their time and continue to
impact our modern world.

Innovations in Timekeeping

The sundial and the water clock were early time-measuring devices invented by the Egyptians. These inventions
were essential for agriculture and religion in that time for the purpose of scheduling events and ceremonies. In
fact, the division of daytime into hours originates from these first methods of timekeeping. Their accuracy and
dependability provided the building blocks on which modern timekeeping technologies were based. This, in
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turn, influenced clock and calendar development from then on.

Whereas the sundial was used during the day, based on the position of the sun, to provide a simple yet effective
way of measurement, the water clock, or clepsydra, gave the ability to measure time with no sunlight, offering a
more versatile solution. Such inventions made not only everyday life easy for Ancient Egyptians but also hel ped
advance knowledge in further areas of astronomy and navigation.

Contributions to Architecture

The architectural feats of Ancient Egypt, such as the pyramids and temples, have influenced building design
throughout history. Their employment of columns, obelisks, and monumental scul ptures can further be seen in
Greek and Roman architecture and continues to inspire modern architects. The Egyptians mastered stone
construction techniques and created enduring structures that have set standards for architectural excellence.

Egyptian architecture reflects their understanding of engineering and artistic principles in its grandeur and
precison. The use of symmetry, proportion, and alignment in their designs can be seen to influence
architectural styles across the world, from classical to contemporary. Indeed, the Washington Monument and
the Louvre Pyramid will always remain as iconic structures that draw inspiration from ancient Egyptian forms
and motifs.

Advances in Construction Techniques

The ingenuity and resourcefulness in the construction techniques of the Egyptians allowed them to construct not
only towering buildings but also those standing the test of time. Engineering skills, as well, are manifested in
the use of ramps, levers, and pulleys that allow for the transportation and placing together of huge blocks of
stone. These techniques laid the foundation for further advances in construction technology in later times, when
machinery and methods of building evolved.

The precision and durability of Egyptian construction are reflected in the temples, tombs, and monuments that
still prevail and inspire architects and engineers in recent times. The incorporation of art and architecture in
these buildings represents a holistic approach to design, wherein aesthetics and functionality blend marvelously.
The inspiration of Egyptian building techniques is very much reflected in modern architecture, where
sustainability, innovation, and aesthetics play prime importance.

Technological Innovations and Tools

Egyptians were skilled craftsmen, developing everything from the simplest of agricultural implements to
complex machinery in an effort to ease their lives. Their innovations were intrinsic to the well-being and
success of their civilization. Above all, their technological achievements using metalworking, pottery, and
textile production techniques demonstrate their ingenuity and adaptability.

The legacy of Egyptian technology can still be seen in today's manufacturing and craftsmanship, where the
ingenuity of methods developed and used continues to inspire new innovations. The Egyptians ability to
harness natural resources and their creation of efficient tools and devices reflect deep understanding of their
environment and commitment to quality of life improvements. This spirit of innovation and creativity still stirs
the minds of inventors and engineers throughout the world.

Famous tools invented in ancient Egypt

1. The Shaduf
A manua irrigation tool used to lift water from rivers or canalsinto fields. It consisted of along pole balanced
on aframe with a bucket on one end and a counterweight on the other.

2. The Sickle
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A curved cutting tool used for harvesting grain. Egyptians crafted sickles from wooden handles fitted with flint
or copper blades.

3. Copper and Bronze Tools
Egyptians were among the earliest to use metal tools:

¢ Copper chisels

* Bronze saws

* Bronzeknives

* Adzes (for woodworking)

These tools allowed them to build temples, statues, and ships with remarkable precision.

4. The Plumb Line & Set Square
Essential tools for architecture and construction:

Plumb line: ensured vertical alignment.
Set square: created perfect right angles.
These helped in building pyramids and temples with incredible accuracy.

5. The Level (Merkhet)
The merkhet was an astronomical and surveying tool similar to alevel. It helped Egyptians align buildings with
the stars and maintain accurate measurements.

6. The Water Clock (Clepsydra)

Invented in Egypt to measure time using flowing water. This technology was used in temples, astronomy, and
daily life.

7. The Loom

Used for weaving linen textiles—one of Egypt’s most important industries. Their vertical looms produced fine,
high-quality linen.

8. Stone-working Tools

To shape granite and limestone, they devel oped:

* Dolerite pounding stones
*  Copper saws with quartz sand
¢ Stonedrills

These allowed them to carve sarcophagi, statues, and obelisks.

9. Surgical Tools
Ancient Egyptian medicine was advanced for its time. They used:

* Bonesaws
* Scalpels
* Needles
* Forceps

Their medical knowledge is recorded in the Ebers and Edwin Smith Papyrus.

10. Mathematics Tools
They used:

*  Counting boards
* Measuring ropes (often 12-knotted ropes for geometry)
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These were essential for agriculture, architecture, and tax collection.

Ancient Egyptian tools highlight a civilization rich in creativity and practical skill. Their inventions shaped
daily life, supported great architectural achievements, and influenced technologies that continue to inspire the
world today.

Egyptian Art and Architecture Impact

The art and architecture of Ancient Egypt have left an indelible mark on the world. Their unique style and
symbolism have inspired countless artists and designers.

Influence on Art and Design

Egyptian art is characterized by the use of color, symmetry, and stylized forms, influencing Art Deco and
Modernism, among others. The concentration on the representation of the afterlife and gods has enriched our
idea of spirituality in art. Its symbolism and iconography continue to inspire contemporary artists who draw on
itsrich visual language to convey themes of beauty, power, and transcendence.

Such integration of art and architecture into Egyptian design reflects a holistic approach to creativity, wherein
form and function are intertwined. This is a philosophy that has trickled down through the ages into modern
design principles, where aesthetics and utility are equally important. The legacy of Egyptian art can be seen in
realms ranging from fashion to interior design, where its timeless elegance and sophistication continue to
fascinate and inspire.

Architectural Legacy

Egyptian architecture, with its emphasis on scale and durability, inspires architects to this day. Stone
construction techniques developed for the pyramids, temples, and palaces, as well as decorative elements such
as bas-reliefs and hieroglyphs, can be used in modern buildings, museums, and monuments. The influence of
Egyptian architecture is in iconic structures of modern times, including the Lincoln Memorial and the British
Museum, both having drawn inspiration from ancient Egyptian motifs and design principles.

The emphasis on monumental scale and enduring materials in Egyptian architecture reflects a commitment to
create spaces that evoke awe and reverence. This legacy continues to inspire contemporary architects, who seek
to create structures that are both visually striking and functionally robust. Principles of symmetry, proportion,
and harmony that underpin Egyptian architecture; these still remain relevant today in modern design, where the
pursuit of beauty and balance are pursued as constants.

Symbolism and Iconography

Egyptian art and architecture are steeped in symbolism and iconography. The ankh, scarab, and lotus flower
motifs reflect a deep connection with their natural surroundings and express complex ideas on life, death, and
rebirth. These have survived time and culture, pushing into new expressions in contemporary art, fashion, and
design.

In many cultura movements, the influence of Egyptian symbolism plays a decisive role, using its visua
language to articulate something complex both ideationally and emationally. The continuous fascination with
Egyptian iconography is based on the ability of this iconography to evoke mystery and wonder, an invitation to
viewers into the world of meanings hidden behind its forms. This quality is timeless and continues to fire the
imagination of artists and designers who borrow from its rich symbolism to create works that speak across the
globe.

Preservation and Restoration
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It is important to preserve and restore Egyptian art and architecture in order to maintain their legacy for the
future. The process of conserving ancient buildings and artifacts is a continuous process that involves the
collaboration of archaeologists, historians, and conservators in the field. Such initiatives have concentrated on
protecting the Ancient Egyptian cultural heritage and ensuring that its art and architecture will continue to
inspire and educate.

The restoration of Egyptian monuments, such as the Great Sphinx and the temples of Luxor, shows just how
important these historical sites can be from a cultural and educational standpoint. Saving these physical
structures provides, at the same time, a deep understanding of the civilization that built these creations.
Preserved Egyptian art and architecture are only testaments to the endless legacy of Ancient Egypt, encouraging
future generations to appreciate and learn from its outstanding achievements.

Legacy of Ancient Egyptian Culture

The cultural legacy of Ancient Egypt extends beyond tangible contributions, influencing philosophy, religion,
and social structures.

Religious and Philosophical Influence

Egyptian mythology and religious practices have had a lasting impact on modern religions and philosophies.
Concepts such as the afterlife, divine judgment, and the soul's immortality find parallels in various belief
systems. The Egyptian pantheon of gods and goddesses, each with unique attributes and stories, has inspired
mythol ogies around the world, enriching our understanding of spirituality and the human condition.

Egyptian religious influence can be seen clearly in the symbolism and rituals involved in most modern spiritual
pursuits. Stress on balance, harmony, and life's cyclical nature speaks to a world outlook consonant with much
of the philosophical and spiritua thought of the present. The presentation of such themes in Egyptian culture
alone provides a continuous stimulus for seekers of wisdom and enlightenment as to the mysteries of existence
and the nature of the divine.

Social and Governmental Structures

The ancient Egyptian society laid great emphasis on order and governance; its hierarchical structure has
influenced the political system even in modern times. The concept of centralized authority and organized
bureaucracy can be traced back to Egyptian governance. The pharaohs, representing both political and religious
leadership, demonstrated how power and spirituality were combined, setting a precedent for rulers and leaders
throughout history.

In Ancient Egypt, administrative and legal systems were well organized; different officials were in charge of
taxation, maintaining law and order. This structure contributed to stability and continuity within the civilization
for many millennia. The legacy of Egyptian governance can still be seen in modern-day political institutions,
where concepts of centralized authority, law, and order continue to play avital role in shaping societies.

Cultural Traditions and Practices

Some of the most influential cultural traditions and practices from Ancient Egypt have enlisted the attention of
the world, affecting art, literature, and even the daily life of humans. The holding of festivals is a means by
which people show respect and reverence for life and death, with mummification practices, elaborate burial
customs, and other such actions. These cultural practices foster and perpetuate rituals and customs in cultures,
enhancing the tapestry of human history.

From the epic tales of gods and heroes to the intricate designs of jewelry and pottery, artistic and literary
achievements in Ancient Egypt are indeed captivating and an inspiration. In addition, preserving such cultural
treasures serves as a window into values, beliefs, and aspirations of an ancient civilization through which one
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can gain lessons and insights yet relevant today. Thisis where the legacies of Egyptian culture stand as atale of
creativity, resilience, and deeply engraved impact on the world.

Education and Knowledge Transmission

Transmission of knowledge and education in Ancient Egypt was one of the keys to their civilization. The
establishment of schools and libraries, such as the famous Library of Alexandria, indicates the importance
attached to learning and intellect. This approach to education and the preservation of knowledge has inspired
modern systems, where one of the key aims remains the pursuit of wisdom and understanding.

The legacy of Egyptian education is in line with their texts, art, and architecture, which still continue to be
studied and explored. New insights into the civilization's achievement continue to be found by scholars and
researchers worldwide, broadening our capacity to understand human history and culture. The commitment to
knowledge and learning which characterised Ancient Egypt inspires educators and students today through a
spirit of curiosity and discovery transcending time and place.

Myths About Ancient Egypt's Legacy, Corrected by an Egyptologist

Ancient Egypt's real contributions are remarkable enough without the myths that travel with them. Here are the
claims | hear most often from travellers, and what the evidence says.

*  Myth: Slaves built the pyramids. The pyramid builders were a paid, organised workforce. Excavations at
Gizafound their town, bakeries and breweries, and a cemetery where workers were buried with honour near
the king, some with healed fractures that show they received medical care.

*  Myth: Hieroglyphsare picture-writing. Most hieroglyphs stand for sounds, not things. A picture of an owl
usually means the sound m, not an owl. See how to read hieroglyphs and how the Rosetta Stone made them
readable again.

* Myth: The Phoeniciansinvented the alphabet from nothing. The Phoenician letters grew out of an earlier
script, Proto-Sinaitic, in which Semitic speakersin Egypt and Sinai borrowed hieroglyphic signs for their
sounds. The alphabet has Egyptian roots.

* Myth: Cleopatra was Egyptian. Cleopatra VIl belonged to the Ptolemies, a Macedonian Greek dynasty
that ruled Egypt for nearly 300 years. Plutarch says she was the first of her family to learn the Egyptian
language.

*  Myth: The Egyptian calendar was perfect. The 365-day year slipped a quarter of a day each year against
the seasons. A leap day was proposed in the Canopus Decree of 238 BC but was not adopted in Egypt until
the Roman reform under Augustus.

*  Myth: Tutankhamun'stomb carried a deadly curse. Lord Carnarvon died in 1923 of an infection, months
after the tomb was opened. Howard Carter, who spent ten years emptying it, lived until 1939. Read more
about Tutankhamun's tomb.

Conclusion

The Ancient Egyptian legacy speaks volumes about the ingenuity and cresativity of one of history's most
remarkable civilizations. Their contributions, from science and medicine to art and architecture, continue to
shape our modern world. The more we learn of this ancient society, the more appreciation we develop for the
contribution they have made to forming our current civilization.

In short, Ancient Egypt's reach is great and long-lasting, touching many aspects of our daily lives today. By
understanding and appreciating these contributions, we give honor to the remarkable achievements of that
extraordinary civilization. Its legacy is a reminder of the eternal power of human creativity and innovation,
which will continue to inspire future generations to explore, learn, and create as humankind strives for
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knowledge and advancement.
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For Teachers and Students: Free Worksheet and How to Cite This
Page

Teaching ancient Egypt? Download our free Ancient Egypt and the Modern World worksheet (PDF, two pages
with answer key) from the online article: amatching exercise, amyth-or-fact quiz and a short writing task based
on this article. You are welcome to print it, share it with your class, and link to this page from your school or
library resources.

How to cite this page

APA: Ali, E. (2024, December 21). How ancient Egypt influenced modern civilization. Egypt Best Vacations.
https://eqyptbestvacati ons.com/how-ancient-egypt-influenced-modern-civilization/

MLA: Ali, Essam. "How Ancient Egypt Influenced Modern Civilization." Egypt Best Vacations, 21 Dec. 2024,
https://eqyptbestvacati ons.com/how-anci ent-egypt-influenced-modern-civilization/.

To see the evidence for yourself, the Grand Egyptian Museum in Cairo and the temples of Luxor and Karnak
hold many of the objects named above; our Eqypt classic tours visit them with an Egyptologist guide.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the impact of ancient Egypt on society?

Ancient Egypt's impact on society shows in everyday life today: the 365-day year, the 24-hour day, an alphabet
that descends from hieroglyphic signs, the word paper, early written medicine and mathematics, and
monumental stone architecture such as the column and the obelisk.

What are ancient Egypt's contributions to modern society?

The best-documented contributions are the 365-day calendar, the division of night and day into twelve hours
each, papyrus paper, case-based medicine recorded in the Edwin Smith and Ebers papyri, practical mathematics
in the Rhind papyrus, and the first monumental stone building, the Step Pyramid of Djoser.
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How does ancient Egypt influence us today?

Every time you check the date, read the time or write a letter of the alphabet, you use something with Egyptian
roots. Egyptian forms also shaped Western architecture, from obelisks in Rome, Paris, London and New Y ork
to the Washington Monument.

What is the lasting impact of ancient Egypt?
Its most lasting impact is on how we measure time and how we write: the calendar year, the 24-hour day and the
alphabet al go back, through Greece and Rome, to Egyptian inventions.

Did ancient Egypt invent the alphabet?

Not directly. Semitic-speaking workers in Egypt and Sinai adapted hieroglyphic signs to write the sounds of
their own language. That Proto-Sinaitic script developed into the Phoenician alphabet, and from it came Greek
and Latin letters.

Where can | see evidence of ancient Egypt's contributions?

In Egypt, at the Grand Egyptian Museum and the Egyptian Museum in Cairo, the Step Pyramid at Saqgara and
the temples of Luxor and Karnak. Abroad, the Rhind Papyrus is in the British Museum, the Edwin Smith
Papyrusin New Y ork, and Egyptian obelisks stand in Rome, Paris, London and New Y ork.

Essam Ali is an Egyptologist and tour operator based in Luxor, Egypt, and the founder of Egypt Best Vacations (Standard Tours,
tourism licence no. 1082). Read the article online, with links and the free classroom worksheet, at

https://eqgyptbestvacations.com/how-ancient-egypt-influenced-modern-civilization/.
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